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be traced to a letter received from Alaska and written by an infected 
person. 

Kespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, JJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague in various countries — Cholera in British East 

India. 

Berlin, Germany, May 18, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health office : 

Plague. 

Turkey. — In Bassora, according to a supplementary communication 
of April 26, 3 persons have been taken sick with symptoms auspicious 
of plague, and have been strictly isolated in the hospital. In the house 
of the first 2 persons dead rats were discovered. The patients had not 
left Bassora for a long time and had never been in contact with any 
suspected plague patients. The rooms which these patients had occu- 
pied were at once disinfected and closed up. 

The man taken sick in Galata on April 30 has been removed to the 
hospital of Monastir Aghazi near Kawak at the exit of the Bosphorus to 
the Black Sea. The 2 houses where the man had stopped were sub- 
jected to a thorough disinfection, as well as the drains of the same, and 
the neighboring district. In the factory in which the sick man had 
worked, the various goods were all destroyed and steps were taken to 
kill all the rats in the building. According to a communication of 
May 2, the investigations regarding this plague case have not led to any 
definite explanation as to its origin. The treatment with plague serum 
seems to be having good results. 

British East India. — In the Presidency of Bombay, during the 
week ended April 12, there were 1,947 new plague cases and 1,632 
deaths— that is to say, 172 cases and 127 deaths more than in the fore- 
going week. In Karachi an increase of the disease has again occurred. 
In the same week 230 fresh plague cases and 209 deaths were reported 
from that place. In the city of Bombay, during the week ended April 
13, 771 new cases and 715 deaths of plague were reported; besides 
these, of the total 1,762 deaths in the city, a further 492 were entered as 
suspected plague. 

Cape Colony. — In the course of the weeks ended on April 6 and 
April 13, respectively, there were 62 and 43 patients taken to the plague 
hospital, Cape Town, namely, 20 and 12 Europeans, 29 and 30 colored 
people, and 13 and 1 natives. After 31 and 22 plague patients had died 
and 25 and 34 had been discharged as cured, the number of plague 
patients still under treatment on April 13 amounted to 116, among these 
being 40 Europeans. As suspicious, on the same date, 5 persons were 
under observation, after 10 of those who had been designated as suspi- 
cious had, during the course of the two weeks, developed plague symp- 
toms. In the military hospital on April 10 there were 38 plague 
patients, partly soldiers and partly workmen, under special treatment. 

In the contact camps on April 13 there were still 745 persons under 
observation, as they had been in contact with plague patients. In 8 of 
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the people so watched, the disease had developed during the two last 
weeks. 

The plague cases among the natives have lately been less numerous, 
on the whole, and the plan of keeping tbem apart in the "locations" 
would seem to have already had good results. On April 10 it is stated 
that more than 6,000 Kaffirs were accommodated in these "locations." 

The quarantine relations of the harbor of Cape Town have been ren- 
dered more strict in so far that from April 15 no unvaccinated person 
is allowed to enter the docks. Furthermore, it has been ordered that 
troops arriving from other countries shall no longer be landed in Cape 
Town harbor, but at other ports. The traffic between Cape Town and 
St. Helena is suspended. On the other hand Cape Town has not been 
declared as infected, so far as the other ports in South Africa are 
concerned. 

According to a communication of April 17, during the cleaning and 
disinfection work in almost all the houses in Cape Town in which 
plague cases have occurred, on taking up the boards a large number of 
dead rats have been found, which, on being subjected to a bacteriolog- 
ical examination, showed the presence of the plague bacillus. Accord- 
ing to a publication of the port authorities 5,446 rats have been killed 
in the Cape Town docks. In the docks of Port Elizabeth a large num- 
ber of dead rats, dead from the plague, have been discovered. 

Queensland. — In the week from March 24 to March 30, a case of 
plague has occurred in the neighborhood of Brisbane. 

Cholera. 

British East India. — In the period from March 31 to April 6, 68 
persons have died of cholera, in Calcutta. 

Eespectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

Consul- General. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Clipping from Berlin Tageblatt translated and forwarded from Consulate- 
General of the United States. 

Berlin, Germany, May 20, 1901. 
The children born in Berlin show a considerably lower mortality 
during the last ten years than those moved here from other parts, 
whilst the mortality of the population in Berlin shows but a very small 
deviation from that of the total population. The cause of this is that 
from the ages of 20 to 60 the mortality of those born outside of Berlin 
is very much lower, which affects the total results. 

HONDURAS. 

Beportfrom La Ceiba — Fruit port. 

La Ceiba, Honduras, May 22, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit report of the transactions at this 
station for the week ended May 18, 1901. 

. Four vessels have been inspected and cleared for the United States : 
May 16, auxiliary schooner Marie Cooper, La Penotiere, master ; crew, 
6; Tampa, Fla.; Steamship Dudley, Andersen, master; crew, 18; 
Mobile, Ala. May 17, steamship Usk, Hurry, master ; crew, 20 ; New 



